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Throughout high school, my life was marked by bad choices and 
even worse consequences. I had bought into philosophies like, “Do 
what makes you happy,” “Life must be fun,” and “You deserve it.” 
I was ashamed to identify myself as a Christian and hoped that my 
friends wouldn’t see my beloved 1964 Buick convertible parked at 
church on Sunday mornings. I had chosen not to openly identify 
myself as a Christian.

After high school, as I absorbed good biblical information and 
developed godly relationships, I had a stunning revelation. Since 
I didn’t create myself, I also did not own myself. My identity and 
purpose had to be determined by my Creator and not by me. Creator 
God has the sole privilege of assigning an identity to His creatures! 
Then the question became, “Who then has Creator God declared me 
to be?”
 
For the sake of brevity, let me choose just one aspect of all that God 
has declared about my identity as His child. When I trusted Christ 
and became a child of God, God declared me to be His ambassador. 
I was  to be his earthly representative to everyone in my world. If I 
had embraced God’s identification of me throughout my high school 
years and tied what I did, said, and felt to God’s declarations, those 
around me could have gotten to know God through my yielded life 
instead of witnessing aimless carnality.

Throughout our second E2E book God will continue to express His 
desire for earthly representatives or ambassadors who will honor 
and exalt His name before the nations. God’s heart is to save His 
creation, not destroy it. The tensions that develop through book 2 
include, “Will Seth’s descendants honor God?”, or “Will post-flood 
mankind honor God?” or “Will the people of Babel own God’s 
purposes?” As each generation failed to honor God, God ultimately 
identified Abraham and his descendants to bear His name before the 
nations. We will watch as God matures Abraham through many faith 
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stretching experiences. God is in the business of maturing earthly 
representatives to participate with Him in His plan of redemption. 
All of life makes more sense when we begin to see ourselves more as 
God’s trainee and less as His equal or judge.

Paul David Tripp wrote, “…the Bible is a life book given for life 
purposes, so that the creatures to whom it is given would look for 
life in the only place where it can be found. The doctrines of the 
Bible are not so much ideology as they are living and divine tools of 
salvation, transformation, identity and guidance.”1 Some of you will 
be studying this book in a small group setting. You will be encouraged 
to listen to Pastor Mark’s sermon(s) on each lesson before discussing 
it in your small group. Encourage each other with how the scriptures 
challenged your historic worldview assumptions. Trust God to enable 
you to learn from His Word, love others sacrificially, worship Him 
exclusively, and pray diligently. We included a page with small group 
instructions that highlights both learning and doing.
 
My son Richard Bruce III, winner of a national writing contest, 
edited each lesson. Retired MSU professor, Jeanette McWaters, 
painstakingly proofread each lesson. Darla Prether, New Hope’s 
design professional, prayed fervently as she designed the book’s cover 
and interior layout. Sam Fray, New Hope’s website administrator is 
working diligently to give the Eternity to Eternity series an online 
presence on our church website. Abel Miller, missonary to Africa, 
graciously contributed thoughtful insights.

Our sincere prayer as a New Hope Staff is that you will enjoy this 
book as much as we enjoyed producing it for you. May God’s view 
of you be your view of you.

Blessings,

Rich Bruce, Discipleship Pastor
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Change continues at a breakneck pace since the technological and 
data revolutions began in the twentieth century. Mankind discovered 
DNA, harnessed electricity, and walked on the moon. But the last 
century also came at a steep price in terms of human lives and 
dignity, and saw 110 million people killed through genocide, ethnic 
cleansing, and cultural purges following regime changes.1 Mankind 
used starvation, bullets, imprisonment, poison gas, machetes, and 
bombs to slaughter indiscriminately. And consider the harsh reality 
of the abortion industry, and its makers, that kill 40-50 million unborn 
children per year worldwide.2  

These murderous tendencies began many thousands of years ago in 
a garden called Eden, where Adam and Eve, and then their children 
began to act out their brokenness in a host of murdering ways. As you 
read the following verses, carefully observe how jealously, rage, and 
sedition eventually led to the murder of innocent Abel.

LESSON 11
Intrigue and Murder

Genesis 4:1-16 (NASB) 1Now the man had relations with his wife 
Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, “I have 
obtained a male child with the help of the Lord.” 2And again, she 
gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of flocks, but 
Cain was a cultivator of the ground. 3So it came about in the course 
of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord from the fruit of 
the ground. 4Abel, on his part also brought an offering, from the 
firstborn of his flock and from their fat portions. And the Lord had 
regard for Abel and his offering; 5but for Cain and his offering He 
had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his face was gloomy. 
6Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why is your 
face gloomy? 7If you do well, will your face not be cheerful? And 
if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; and its desire is for 
you, but you must master it.” 8Cain talked to his brother Abel; and 
it happened that when they were in the field Cain rose up against his 
brother Abel and killed him.

9Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he 
said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 10Then He said, 
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Eve rightfully acknowledged God as the giver of life. She and Adam 
held responsibility for their children’s deaths because they were cast 
out of the garden for their disobedience, and their children were born 
outside the garden. Cain and Abel were cursed at conception, not 
because they did anything wrong, but because they inherited sin’s 
effects from their parents. As they grew up, Cain and Abel eventually 
needed to offer up sacrifices to God. God accepted the animal’s blood 
sacrifice of Abel, but He rejected the produce Cain brought. Cain’s 
sacrifice was sincere but unfortunately, he was sincerely wrong before 
God. Cain presented a bloodless sacrifice with impure motives. God 
lovingly appealed to Cain to resist the bitter consequences of sin 
(Genesis 4:6-8), but instead of honoring God, Cain became angry, 
trusted himself, and followed his jealous instincts. Cain lured Abel out 
into a field and viciously murdered him. When his conscience finally 
convicted him, he seemed more concerned for the consequences 
he brought on himself rather than mourning for his brother Abel! 
Consider the following:

1. As fallen humans, we tend to underestimate the depravity of mankind 
and the seriousness of sin. We even rationalize sin by saying things 
like, “Oh that’s just a little white lie.” But from God’s perspective, “Sin 
is cosmic treason. Sin is treason against a perfectly pure Sovereign.”3 
God imprints His own image on us, and He takes great offense at those 
who, like Cain, willfully ignore His directives. God’s perfect justice 
demanded a severe punishment for Cain’s sin, while God’s perfect love 
spared Cain’s life. God’s commitment to leave no sin unpunished and 
no human being unloved gives mankind great pause.

“What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying out 
to Me from the ground. 11Now you are cursed from the ground, which 
has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 
12When you cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a wanderer and a drifter on the earth.” 13Cain 
said to the Lord, “My punishment is too great to endure! 14Behold, 
You have driven me this day from the face of the ground; and I will be 
hidden from Your face, and I will be a wanderer and a drifter on the 
earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15So the Lord said to him, 
“Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him seven 
times as much.” And the Lord placed a mark on Cain, so that no one 
finding him would kill him.

16Then Cain left the presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of 
Nod, east of Eden.



4 5

2. Imagine you discover a beautiful red rose in a garden. You use a 
pair of sharp shears to cut the rose and the stem. Would you describe 
that flower as dead or alive? The flower is now dead, cut off from the 
source of its life. The concept of death in scripture implies this sort 
of separation. Adam and Eve experienced the pain of being cut off 
from God for the first time when they sinned. Their children never 
knew the intimate relationship Adam and Eve experienced with God 
and were instead conceived already dead to God spiritually. Cain’s 
primary problem involved dealing with the consequences of the 
spiritual separation (death) that he inherited from his parents.
 
3. Expelled from the garden, Adam and Eve fell out of sync with God 
and His plan. We sometimes refer to this as being out of fellowship 
with God. This disparity between man and God’s thinking made 
human existence confusing. Mankind began to make up stories and to 
formulate their own realities instead of accepting God’s revealed truth. 
God continues His work to restore mankind to a place of thriving as 
His image bearers. At the same time mankind foolishly continues to 
figure things out for themselves. Cain, like billions of humans after 
him, stubbornly refused God’s overtures of forgiveness and friendship 
and “…exchanged the truth of God for a lie” (Romans 1:25).

4. Adam and Eve possessed an uncorrupted portion of God’s image 
before their fall into sin. Unfortunately, their sin marred God’s image 
in them and they passed this tarnished image on to their children. 
Beginning with their fall in Eden, Adam’s and Eve’s guilt passed 
throughout the ages to the present day. As a result, you and I inherited 
sin, misery, and death from Adam. If you desire to study this further, 
look up the term “federal headship.”

The paper Bible I like to teach from has 1745 pages.4 The story of 
Cain killing Abel takes place on page five. The remaining 1740 pages 
display God’s pre-eminence as owner, lawgiver, judge, and forgiver, 
including man’s sinful desperation and rejection of His continuous 
provisions and God’s acts of love and saving kindness. Stay tuned.

The sin nature we inherited from Adam and our own personal sin 
tendencies should humble us.

Point to Ponder
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“Dear God of restoration. Thank you for pursuing us to restore Your 
image in us. I pray my attitude toward You and others reflects Your 
heart and not my own.”

Every living human being falls into one of two camps. Your brothers 
and sisters in Christ, who are alive to God, and those waiting to hear 
and believe the good news of Christ but are still dead in their sins. 
This week how will you share the good news of Christ with those still 
far from Him?

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point
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Currently, more than 26 million people have shared their DNA with 
ancestry research firms. This number is expected to swell to 100 
million in the next few years.1 This data gives researchers the ability 
to trace bloodlines between almost all Americans, and to track the 
migration of people groups over thousands of years. Police have 
used this shared data to find criminals. Orphans have used this data 
to discover their birth parents, and some people have even found 
surprise siblings! 

As mankind moves forward from the Fall of Adam and Eve, God 
highlights two notable family lines in scripture. Spiritual decline 
marked Cain’s lineage, while a greater number of Seth’s lineage 
followed the Lord. Seth’s line eventually became corrupted as well. 
Therefore, these two contrasting bloodlines illustrate the spiritual 
condition of humankind leading up to the Flood. Read the following 
verses with this in mind.

LESSON 12
Bloodlines (Cain vs. Seth)

Genesis 4:16-26  16Then Cain left the presence of the Lord, and 
settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 17Cain had relations with 
his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and Cain built 
a city, and named the city Enoch, after the name of his son. 18Now 
to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael 
fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19Lamech 
took two wives for himself: the name of the one was Adah, and the 
name of the other, Zillah. 20Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the 
father of those who live in tents and have livestock. 21His brother’s 
name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and 
flute. 22As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of 
all implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was 
Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,“Adah and Zillah, listen to my voice, 
you wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words, for I have killed 
a man for wounding me; and a boy for striking me! 24If Cain is 
avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times!” 25Adam 
had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and 
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This entire passage (Genesis 4:16-26) echoes the spreading, metastatic, 
deadly effect of sin while maintaining a glimmer of hope for mankind 
in the righteous bloodline of Seth. In these verses, God gives credit 
to Cain’s family line, who built the first cities (Genesis 4:17), began 
the Bedouin (semi-nomadic tent dwelling) lifestyle (Genesis 4:20), 
invented musical instruments (Genesis 4:21) and metal working 
(Genesis 4:22). But Cain’s grandson, Lamech,  gloated to his wives 
for killing a young man for a comparatively small offense (Genesis 
4:24). In sharp contrast, Adam and Eve’s son Seth replaced Abel as 
a godly heir and began a godly family bloodline. Seth’s son Enosh 
began the proactive worship of Jehovah (Genesis 4:26). The lineage 
of Seth’s other righteous descendant, also named Lamech, produced a 
famous son named Noah. Consider the following:

named him Seth, for, she said, “God has appointed me another child 
in place of Abel, because Cain killed him.” 26To Seth also a son was 
born; and he named him Enosh. Then people began to call upon the 
name of the Lord.

Genesis 5:3-5; 22-32  3When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered 
a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him 
Seth. 4Then the days of Adam after he fathered Seth were eight 
hundred years, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 5So all the 
days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died.

22Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he fathered 
Methuselah, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 23So all the 
days of Enoch were 365 years. 24Enoch walked with God; and he 
was not, for God took him.

25Now Methuselah lived 187 years, and fathered Lamech. 26Then 
Methuselah lived 782 years after he fathered Lamech, and he fathered 
other sons and daughters. 27So all the days of Methuselah were 969 
years, and he died.

28Now Lamech lived 182 years, and fathered a son. 29And he named 
him Noah, saying, “This one will give us comfort from our work and 
from the hard labor of our hands caused by the ground which the 
Lord has cursed.” 30Then Lamech lived 595 years after he fathered 
Noah, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 31So all the days of 
Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

32Now after Noah was five hundred years old, Noah fathered Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
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1. This passage teaches us that God keeps His promises. He meant it 
when he said to Adam, “you will surely die.” In highlighting Adam’s 
death (Genesis 5:5), Genesis’s author affirms the truthfulness of 
God. This passage also teaches us that God gave Cain and Seth the 
opportunity to accept His rule over their lives or to reject it. Based 
on this objective standard, God judged faithless Cain as unrighteous 
and Seth as righteous. We also see that God chose humans, i.e., Seth’s 
line, to be His ambassadors to fellow humans. God could have chosen 
angelic spokespersons, but instead He chose human instruments. 
As mankind continued to distance themselves from God, Seth’s 
line produced the heir named Noah. Seth’s bloodline also produced 
Abraham and eventually our Lord Jesus. 

2. Adam lived 930 years and Methuselah celebrated a record 969 
birthdays. Scholars have proposed several explanations for their 
longevity. One explanation is that perhaps the ancients marked a year 
as shorter than a calendar year. However, Bible scholar D.A. Carson 
notes that, “the chronology of the flood (Genesis 7:11-8:14) shows that 
Genesis assumes about 360 days on a year.”2 Others have proposed that 
perhaps the numbers were generated using the Mesopotamian number 
system. “Babylonian mathematic tables made much of the factors of 60 
(30,20,15, etc.).”3 Using this system Adam’s age, or 930, is 302 + 30. 
This theory also falls short since all the numbers in this passage cannot 
be explained this way. The best possible explanation is that before 
the flood the earth was covered by a canopy of water that protected 
mankind from harmful UV rays allowing humans to live longer.

3. Remember God’s promise (Genesis 3:15) that He would send a 
rescuer to crush Satan’s head. Jesus traced his ancestry back to Shem, 
son of Noah who descended from righteous Seth (Luke 3:36). Just 
like God kept the negative promise to punish Adam with death, He 
kept the positive promise to send a deliverer. And He kept weaving 
the scarlet thread of redemption and deliverance through the tapestry 
of human history. Stay tuned.

Seth and Cain both had the same information and opportunity 
to follow God. Cain chose his own way and Seth chose God’s. 
Recognize that God, as the king of the universe, lovingly devises a 
way to reconcile mankind to Himself. Mankind must choose whether 
to follow God by taking advantage of the means of salvation God 
offers through Jesus. Choosing any other path results in devastation, 
destruction, and death.
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“Dear covenant keeping God, thank you for making our relationship 
genuine by giving me the choice to follow you or not. Make my daily 
choices a foundation of faith fit for future generations to build upon.”

How will others remember you? What spiritual legacy are you 
leaving behind?. Take steps to relate better to God by reading His 
Word, depending on Him in prayer, and obeying what you know to be 
right. Take intentional, proactive steps to invest relationally in others 
who will in turn build on your legacy of faith.

My daily faith choices are building a spiritual legacy for others to 
build on.

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point

Point to Ponder
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In California, once a year, sadomasochists celebrate at the Folsom 
Street fair in San Francisco. A five-block area is cordoned off and 
police are instructed not to interfere. City officials change decency 
laws for the celebration and people are encouraged to live and let 
live! Omitting specific details there are scenes of public nudity, 
people abusing each other in the street, and other perverse revelry.1 

Pre-Covid, between 250,000-400,000 attended the raucous party 
each year.

A similar story of heart-rending shamefulness and dire moral 
conditions took place during the days of Noah (New American 
Standard Bible, Genesis 6-7). The daughters of men were having 
sexual relations with the sons of God (Genesis 6:1-6). D.A. Carson 
and many conservative Bible scholars believe that this account 
is describing ritualistic prostitution that involved human women 
having symbolic sexual relations (not literal) with animistic gods.2 

Other scholars differ with equally compelling arguments for literal 
sexual intimacy between angelic beings and humans. Whatever 
these conditions were God had patiently withheld His judgement for 
the sins of humankind for many generations. Now, a time of world  
judgement had arrived. Read the following verses with this unsettling 
debauchery in mind.

LESSON 13
Noah’s Ark

Genesis 6:1-8  1Now it came about, when mankind began to multiply 
on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2that the 
sons of God saw that the daughters of mankind were beautiful; and 
they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3Then the Lord 
said, “My Spirit will not remain with man forever, because he is also 
flesh; nevertheless his days shall be 120 years.” 4The Nephilim were 
on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God 
came in to the daughters of mankind, and they bore children to them. 
Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 5Then 
the Lord saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the earth, 
and that every intent of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil 
continually. 6So the Lord was sorry that He had made mankind on 
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According to Scripture, at creation, God placed a protective cap of 
water in the atmosphere to produce a greenhouse effect that provided 
needed moisture for plants and animals (Genesis 1:6-7; 2:5; 7:11). 
Rain never fell on the earth! When God’s cup of wrath spilled over 
against the sins of mankind (Psalm 75:8), God made the cap of water 
collapse, which caused catastrophic flooding. This sudden climate 
change dramatically altered the earth’s topography and promptly 
cooled the earth’s poles. For further study I recommend visiting 
www.answersingenesis.org. Noah and His family found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8). They floated safely in the ark, above 
the destruction, for 150 days. Consider the following:

the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7Then the Lord said, “I 
will wipe out mankind whom I have created from the face of the land; 
mankind, and animals as well, and crawling things, and the birds of 
the sky. For I am sorry that I have made them.” 8But Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Genesis 6:9-10 9These are the records of the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked 
with God. 10And Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Genesis 6:14-16 14Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you 
shall make the ark with compartments, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. 15This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. 16You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
from the top; and put the door of the ark on the side; you shall make 
it with lower, second, and third decks.

Gensis 7:1-5 1Then the Lord said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you and 
all your household, for you alone I have seen to be righteous before 
Me in this generation. 2You shall take with you seven pairs of every 
clean animal, a male and his female; and two of the animals that are 
not clean, a male and his female; 3also of the birds of the sky, seven 
pairs, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all 
the earth. 4For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth 
for forty days and forty nights; and I will wipe out from the face of 
the land every living thing that I have made.” 5So Noah acted in 
accordance with everything that the Lord had commanded him.

Gensis 7:11,12  11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all 
the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the 
sky were opened. 12The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and 
forty nights.

http://www.answersingenesis.org
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1. God used the flood tragedy to teach us about His redemptive plan. 
After Adam’s fall, every human conceived belonged to Satan and his 
evil dominion. Despite their depraved state, God pursued man and 
provided a way of salvation. Each person faced the choice to continue 
to either languish in Satan’s grip or embrace God’s rule and accept 
God’s means of covering their sins. Noah became God’s ambassador 
to the world and relayed God’s message of salvation from impending 
judgment. Unfortunately, most of humanity experienced the judgment 
of the Biblical flood from outside God’s chosen means of salvation: 
the Ark. Throughout these Biblical narratives we continually witness 
human rebellion, God’s gracious provision of a means of salvation, 
human ambassadors relaying God’s message, and the inevitable 
consequences of mankind’s subsequent choices.

2. The wrath of God is a sobering biblical reality. “More than 20 
different words occurring about 580 times express the wrath of God 
in the Old Testament.”3 The words used to describe the effects of 
God’s wrath include affliction, slaughter, destruction, drought, and 
plagues. The Spirit of God used the metaphor of a cup filling up with 
God’s wrath to describe not only the patience of God while mankind 
continued in rebellion, but also to describe His fury when the cup of 
His wrath finally overflowed and spilled out as judgement (Jeremiah 
25:15-17; Psalm 75:8). Renowned theologian Millard Erickson 
comments that, “It is part of His nature to be categorically opposed 
to sinful actions. When we engage in such actions, we have moved 
into the sphere of God’s disfavor.” Therefore, we should think of 
God’s wrath as a state of our relationship with Him more than God 
having an angry outburst against man. It is more accurate to consider 
God’s wrath as righteous indignation or moving to the sphere of 
God’s disfavor. For example, if our angry adult child slapped us in 
the face, we continue to love them but in an altered state (or status) of 
relationship (i.e., indignation). It is important to remember that God 
exists in a constant, unchanging state of being. Mankind, not God, is 
wholly responsible for altering the nature of the relationship.

Be careful not to think of the God of the Old Testament as a God of 
wrath and the God of the New Testament as a God of love. In the New 
Testament two Greek words, Orge and Thumos, are used to convey, 
“divine hostility against sin in a personal way.”4 While it is unsettling 
to ponder the wrath of God, it is even more unsettling to think of 
God as promoting sin or turning a blind eye to it.5 Because grace 
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“Dear God of undeserved grace, thank You for making me Your 
image bearer and Your message bearer. Like Noah, strengthen me to 
proclaim Your wonderful message that appears foolish in the eyes of 
this world.”

Consider how you can lovingly show how you live out God’s message 
of salvation to neighbors, family, and friends. Have meaningful 
conversations about God, creation, and the state of the world. Try to 
close a conversation(s) with your personal testimony of undeserved 
forgiveness in Christ.

Like Noah, we are God’s imperfect messengers bearing His perfect 
message to a world choosing evil.

is emphasized in the New Testament, it is natural to conclude that 
God became soft on mankind’s sin. However, throughout the Bible, 
including in the New Testament we are told that incurring God’s 
wrath, or having an altered relationship (being in disfavor) with God, 
necessitate a way to make payment for sin. Forgiveness, love, and 
atonement, as well as sin, wrath, sacrifice, blood, and payment to 
satisfy God’s righteous standard are recurring themes in the whole 
of scripture.

Noah and the ark is a heart wrenching story of mankind’s continued, 
wanton debauchery that filled God’s cup of wrath to the brim. God 
unleashed his punishing fury in a great flood while lovingly caring 
for Noah and his family. God showed Himself to be both loving and 
just. Scripture also shows that God’s heart is in saving the world, not 
destroying it.

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point

Point to Ponder
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After the flood, Noah must have experienced a surge of conflicted 
emotions as he set foot on dry land for the first time. For years he 
endured his countrymen’s scorn and ridicule as he slowly built the 
enormous wooden ark using hand tools. As the construction went 
on, he faithfully preached God’s message to the those around him 
and urged them to repent. Once on dry land he surely remembered 
the desperate cries of people he knew months after their arms had 
ineffectually beaten against the sides of the ark as the floodwaters 
rose. Noah’s family probably mourned the floating corpses of both 
animals and humans, wondering aloud how God could bring good 
from so much destruction. 

During the year he spent confined on the ark, Noah acted as spiritual 
leader to his family, and he also provided care to thousands of 
animals. It’s difficult to imagine how much time was spent, and the 
types of smells Noah and his family experienced. Like any human, 
Noah probably had occasional doubts about the goodness of God 
during all those months on the water. As the flood waters receded the 
Bible records that God remembered Noah (New American Standard 
Bible, Genesis 8:1). The act of God remembering in scripture is tied 
to sacred promises (covenants) God made. “Here the point is that 
God began to act on what he had promised Noah. Everything up to 
this point is the increase of the flood on the earth; everything after this 
[God’s remembrance of Noah] will trace its cessation and the return 
to the dry land.”1 At last, when seeing dry land, in a picturesque and 
heart moving scene, Noah released a raven and a dove  to explore the 
freshly emerging landscape. The raven that feeds on unclean carrion 
did not return, but the dove returned with an olive branch in its mouth. 
Even today both a dove and an olive branch are symbolic of peace. 
God graciously gifted Noah’s family a peaceful new beginning after 
cataclysmic, punishing destruction. Consider the following verses 
with this new beginning in mind.

LESSON 14
Noah Leaves the Ark

Genesis 8:1-4, 20-21  1But God remembered Noah and all the animals 

15
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Put yourself in Noah’s sandals as he left that ark. What thoughts 
would cross your mind? What would you say first? What would you 
do right away? Noah chose to immediately make a blood offering 
to God, proving his righteous character. Note that God savored the 
aroma of the sacrifice (Genesis 8:21). Noah’s sacrifice signified 
dependence, obedience, and fellowship with God. God tenderly 
responded with a promise now referred to as the Noahic Covenant. 
Consider the following:

1. After Noah descended from the ark, God made a sacred covenant 
with him (Genesis 9:1-17). God bound Himself to an oath that He 
would never again destroy the earth with a flood. After commanding 
Noah and his descendants to multiply and fill the entire earth, God 
reiterated the preciousness of humans made in His image and placed 
in Noah’s hands the responsibility to punish murder by capital 
punishment. Renowned Bible teacher John F. Walvoord comments 
about this period, “People would learn that human law was necessary 
for the stability of life and that wickedness should not go unchecked 
as it had before. So human government was brought in.”2 We may 
have opinions about uniformed police officers enforcing the law, but 
God wanted mankind to enact laws and design them to be aligned 
with the creation ideals He imprinted on us. Committing crimes such 

and all the livestock that were with him in the ark; and God caused 
a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. 2Also the 
fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and 
the rain from the sky was restrained; 3and the water receded steadily 
from the earth, and at the end of 150 days the water decreased. 4Then 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark 
rested upon the mountains of Ararat.

1Then God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth. 2The fear of you and the terror of you 
will be on every animal of the earth and on every bird of the sky; on 
everything that crawls on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea. 
They are handed over to you. 3Every moving thing that is alive shall 
be food for you; I have given everything to you, as I gave the green 
plant. 4But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5I 
certainly will require your lifeblood; from every animal I will require 
it. And from every person, from every man as his brother I will require 
the life of a person. 6Whoever sheds human blood, by man his blood 
shall be shed, for in the image of God He made mankind. 7As for you, 
be fruitful and multiply; populate the earth abundantly and multiply 
in it.”
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as murder, stealing, and rape, for example, tarnish God’s image in 
man and therefore, break God’s law and should be punished.

2. In the above scriptures, the themes of blessing and cursing re-
emerge. God promised to never curse the earth by destroying it, and 
promised to bless Noah and his descendants. Since we say things like, 
“God bless you,” and, “God bless America,” it is helpful to understand 
the biblical blessing/ cursing motif from God’s perspective. Lexham 
Bible Dictionary explains that, “Blessing pertains to favorable 
situations, conditions, and experiences enjoyed by the person or 
persons to whom the blessings belong.”3 “Cursing relates to binding 
utterances with negative and damaging connotations. It can convey 
a declaration of, wish for, or realization of judgment from God.”4 
As he descended from the ark God provided Noah a framework in 
which to live a life full of blessings. This included raising children, 
stewarding the animal world, and punishing crime. For Noah cursing 
would come from not raising children in families, not governing over 
the animal world, and not punishing crime. Since God exists in a 
never changing state of being, Noah’s choices determined if he would 
live in a state of blessing or a state of cursing. This destroys the 
notion of “staying on God’s good side” for His blessing even while 
mankind makes poor choices. God only has a “good side”. Choosing 
something that is not God places mankind in a realm of negative 
consequences or cursing. This same choice to cooperate with God 
is true of America corporately and each of us individually. Think 
deeply and thoughtfully about this the next time you sing, “God bless 
America.” Today’s choices - tomorrows consequences.

The story of Noah ends with shame and family drama. Noah planted 
a vineyard, made wine, got drunk, and lay naked in his tent. Noah’s 
son, Ham, happened upon his father’s nakedness and brought even 
more shame by boasting to his brothers about what he saw (Genesis 
9:18-29). When Noah awoke from his stupor and found out what Ham 
did, he cursed Ham’s descendants, the Canaanites, and prophesied 
they would serve Noah’s other two sons, Shem and Japheth. Noah 
began well but he didn’t end well. There are no human heroes in the 
Bible. Only sinners like Noah who found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. (Genesis 6:8)
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“Dear God of blessing and cursing. I pray that you will sensitize me 
to areas in my life where I am living indifferent to your design for me. 
Reveal areas where I am misusing my faculties to my own detriment  
instead of submitting to your grand design. I love You God.”

How much of your suffering is a result of your own choices or other’s 
around you and their poor choices? Take an inventory this week and 
measure yourself against the following criteria: Am I in fellowship 
with God, depending on Him, and obeying His commands? Finally, 
trust God to help you set healthy boundaries and govern relationships 
with those whom you identify that make poor choices and pull you 
into their drama.

Living disconnected from, or feeling out of favor with God, is a 
consequence of poor choices. God never leaves us, rather we leave 
God.

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point

Point to Ponder
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Sam and Kari Bruce, missionaries to a tribal group in Asia Pacific, 
must learn a new language to present the good news of Christ to the 
people. The Bruce’s spend hours listening to language, processing 
what they hear, and logging the information in a database for future 
reference. One day their jaws dropped when a tribal man used a thirty-
four-letter word, “Yimanamayurumtokomosomtamyitimepmisen.” 
This one word means, “A few days ago in the morning, two people in 
a boat, stretched a net from the edge of the river towards the middle, 
for someone else’s benefit and I personally did not see it.” This tribal 
man said an entire paragraph in one word!
  
After the flood, God commanded Noah to, “be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the whole earth” (New American Standard Bible, Genesis 
1:28). Five generations passed, and Noah’s descendants chose self-
rule instead. They disobediently gathered in one place. They chose to 
build a worship center in the sky and make a name for themselves at 
Babel (Genesis 11:4). Read the following verses with this rebellion 
in mind.

LESSON 15
Babel

19

Genesis 11:1-9 1Now all the earth used the same language and the 
same words. 2And it came about, as they journeyed east, that they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3Then they said 
to one another, “Come, let’s make bricks and fire them thoroughly.” 
And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 4And they 
said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will 
reach into heaven, and let’s make a name for ourselves; otherwise 
we will be scattered abroad over the face of all the earth.” 5Now the 
Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the men had built. 
6And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have 
the same language. And this is what they have started to do, and now 
nothing which they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7Come, 
let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will 
not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the Lord scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of all the earth; and they stopped 
building the city. 9Therefore it was named Babel, because there the 

Key Scripture



20 21

A careful study of these verses reveals an intriguing pattern. Bible 
scholar John Walvoord commented, “The [Babel] account is 
structured in antithetical parallelism and chiasm. Everything that 
mankind proposed in the first half (Genesis 11:3,4) was disposed of 
in the second (Genesis 11:5-9), almost an undoing or reversal of their 
activity…the narrative hinges on the central fact, ‘The Lord came 
down.’ ”1

Like a chiasm, or a back and forth teeter-totter, the passage hinges on 
the focal point of God’s intervention. The people wanted to stay put, 
God came down, and the Lord scattered them over the face of the 
earth. Also, the people spoke one language, the Lord came down, and 
they all spoke different languages. Consider the following:

1. “Man’s efforts may appear well meaning and sincere on the 
surface, but God sees man’s heart. The tower of Babel represented 
a well-funded, organized rebellion against God’s original plan and 
purpose. Mankind aspired to reach heaven in their own way, without 
consulting God. Scripture mocks man’s feeble rebellion sarcastically 
by stating, ‘the Lord came down to see.’ God metaphorically humored 
man, stooping to man’s level for a quick look at man’s latest project.”  
Man’s self-deceit and complete lack of self-awareness is noted again 
and again in scripture. For example, an entire generation of humans 
deceived themselves and perished when they blindly rejected Noah’s 
faithful preaching. Also, Cain ignored the fact that he murdered Abel, 
and tactlessly complained about his own dreadful consequences for 
murdering his brother. Throughout thousands of years, stubborn 
rebellion against God’s designs remained. And it continues today 
in the attempts to redefine the family, confuse gender identities, 
and exhibit broad cultural acceptance of sexual activity outside of 
marriage. 

2. The Spirit of God gives us fascinating insight into how ancient 
civilizations formed after Babel (Genesis 10:1-31). Scholars call this 
passage, “The Table of Nations.” It provides geopolitical information 
about the three sons of Noah and their descendants. Japheth fathered 
the ancestors of the area in and around Greece. Ham’s descendants 
occupied Egypt and Africa. Shem’s family line occupied the highlands 

Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.
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Paul David Tripp said, “We all tend to be skilled self-swindlers, 
making ourselves feel good about what God says is not good.”

East of Babylonia. The details of Shem’s descendants demonstrate 
how Abraham could trace his ancestry back to Shem (Genesis 11:10-
32). The careful detailing of these family lines serves not only to trace 
the lineage of Jesus from the promise of a divine deliverer, but it also 
confirms that God scattered the nations after Babel (Genesis 3:15). 
The information in the Table of Nations chronicles God’s blessings 
on those who followed Him and His cursing’s on those who didn’t.

3. Evolution implies that humans evolved from ape-like creatures, 
who eventually learned how to communicate using speech . If 
this were true, all languages around the world would be related 
in some way to each other.2  However, experts in linguistics have 
proven that this is simply not the case. In their efforts to associate 
languages, experts historically concentrated on the similarities and 
the differences in the structure of each language. More recently a 
new tool using core vocabulary is used to find related languages. 
For example, the word for common things like water and hand were 
compared within languages. Using this approach, experts found that 
there are at least 20 families of languages. Each language family 
has shared common words, but they share no genetic relation to the 
other language families. This is yet another area that the biblical 
explanation for reality, like the reality of diverse languages, rings 
much truer than the worldly explanations.

Unable to communicate with each other, the builders of Babel left 
the area to form new civilizations. These civilizations were blessed 
by God or cursed by God based on their obedience to the information 
they had from God at the time. Terah, Abraham’s father, intentionally 
moved his family toward Canaan but settled in Haran (Genesis 
11:31). This took place before Abraham was called to be the man 
in whom all nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3).   
God’s unstoppable agenda advances despite mankind’s stubborn 
resistance. True to His nature, God invites man to partner with Him 
in accomplishing His will.

Point to Ponder
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“Dear God who observes all my activities, may I be as repulsed by 
the lies I tell myself as much as I am by the lies others tell to me. 
Where have I blatantly disobeyed you but made it sound like wisdom, 
deceiving myself?”

Trust the Spirit of God to reveal an area of your life where you 
approach God on your terms rather than on His. How have you 
swindled yourself like the people of Babel did? Where have you 
constructed towers of disobedience and rationalized them with 
spiritual-sounding arguments? You can’t hide from God. He sees 
through flimsy arguments like, “I watch that TV show for the 
awesome cinematography, not for the explicit or violent content.” 
Or thinking, “Well, God wants me to be happy,” won’t make the sky-
high credit card bills disappear.

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point



23 23

Mom and Dad upended my universe the day they left their current 
life behind. They sold most of the family’s possessions and followed 
God’s call to serve as missionaries and help tribal people learn about 
Jesus. As a fresh high school graduate unprepared for life on my 
own, I reluctantly followed them to the local Bible college where 
they began their training. Days after we settled in, all was not lost. 
This beautiful redhead caught my eye and I fell head over heels for 
her on the spot. My lovestruck behavior was anything but subtle. We 
singled each other out for a special dating relationship. Then we got 
engaged and soon married. And today we continue to promise our 
hearts to one another forever.

In a deeper, meaningful relationship, God singled out Abram and 
made sacred promises to him and his descendants. Genesis chapters 
1-11 are the foundation for understanding God’s purposes in 
Abraham’s life. It starts with Adam and Eve profaning the image of 
God and forfeiting their innocence to Satan (New American Standard 
Bible, Genesis 1). A few generations later, Noah’s descendants 
plunged headlong into a dark depravity that provoked the Flood 
and God’s devastating judgment. Unfazed, a few short generations 
later man laid the foundation of a tall tower to reach God’s dwelling 
place. Rather than obey God’s commands to spread out and inhabit 
the earth, they gathered in one location and again invoked God’s 
righteous wrath. After these failures, God decided to make Abram’s 
descendants a favored nation that would represent Him to humanity. 
This new relationship with Abram represented a seismic shift in 
God’s program for the world. Bible scholar Herbert Wolf states, “The 
original blessing given to mankind in the creation account (Genesis 
1:28) is to be extended through the family of [Abram] Abraham.”1 In 
the scripture passages below, note how God invites Abram into a new 
redemptive initiative that will change the course of history.

LESSON 16
Abram’s Call

23

Genesis 12:1-7 1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country,
and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land 

Key Scripture
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In Abram’s patriarchal world, the right standing with an existing family 
group and clan determined each man’s security and significance in 
the eyes of the group. These tight social bonds dictated that Abram 
embrace and worship his culture’s pantheon of gods. “Your fathers, 
including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, 
dwelt on the other side of the River in old times; and they served 
other gods.” (New King James Version, Joshua 24:2). When God 
appeared to Abram and told him to leave his land and relatives, God 
also asked Abram to forsake his false gods and to worship Him, the 
one true God. At the crossroads of belief, Abram made a bold move. 
He embraced a new patron God, Jehovah, and committed himself 
to establish a new family group and a new system of worship in the 
process. In the ancient world, Abram would have faced ostracism 
from his clan and his family of origin, as well as being vulnerable in 
a new land. Consider the following:

1. Abram’s obedience vividly illustrates biblical faith and 
righteousness. By faith Abram leaned into Jehovah’s forever promises 
and demonstrated his faith by obeying God’s command to, “Go from 
your country” (Genesis 12:1). It’s true that Biblical faith means 
believing what lies beyond our senses (Hebrews 11:1-2). “Abram 
believed the LORD, and He credited it to him as righteousness” 
(Genesis 15:6). Without physical evidence of God’s trustworthiness, 
Abram forsook his land and family without question. In the process, 
Abram forsook animism and turned to worship the one true God. 
Demonstrating his faith with a sacrifice upon entering Canaan 

which I will show you; 2And I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be 
a blessing; 3And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will 
be blessed.”

4So Abram went away as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went 
with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot, and all 
their possessions which they had accumulated, and the people which 
they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; 
so they came to the land of Canaan. 6Abram passed through the 
land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the 
Canaanites were in the land at that time. 7And the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he 
built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.
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(Genesis 12:7), Abram received a righteous standing before God and 
apart from works. Bible scholar William Lasor states, “The salvation 
promised Abraham will ultimately embrace all humankind. God has 
not dismissed the human family in wrath forever, but now acts to 
mend the breach that sin has placed between him and his world. This 
promise [to bless all families through Abraham] stands as a key to 
understanding all of Scripture.”2 The significance of the Abraham 
story to the rest of Scripture cannot be overstated.

2. God’s word is like a beautiful tapestry, with multiple, oft-repeated 
themes, or threads, woven into the fabric of human history. Thematic 
repetition in Genesis and Abram’s story specifically teaches us about 
God’s supremacy and exaltation. God’s thinking and His actions 
form the standard by which He judges mankind’s thinking and 
actions. God demands that we conform our thinking to His, rather 
than conform Him to our thinking. Take Adam and Eve’s story as an 
example. They tried to create their own religion. But God rejected it 
utterly and instituted blood sacrifices as a temporary covering for sin.
  
Another recurring thread in God’s stories is the shocking depravity 
of mankind. God tenderly and faithfully communicated His wishes to 
His image bearers and always for their good. He used the witness of 
the natural world and ambassadors like Noah. He also spoke through 
the internal witness of man’s informed conscience. Despite these clear 
declarations of His will, mankind repeatedly chooses evil over good.  
God continues to affectionately weave a scarlet thread of redemption 
through the tapestry of human experience and prophecies. 

3. Jesus is that scarlet thread. Prophesies about Him began when 
God promised to send a deliverer to crush Satan’s head. The ark 
that carried Noah and his family safely through the wind and rain 
represents Jesus. Now, God’s redemptive plan continues through 
the line of Abram, one of whose descendants fulfills all the previous 
foreshadowed hints of redemption. We can re-visit these themes when 
our hearts believe God is being aloof and uncaring. God faithfully 
communicates His preeminence and His desire for a relationship 
with man, while mankind historically illustrates their depravity by 
ignoring Him and inventing their own ways to approach Him. 

Try to imagine what it would be like for the God of Heaven to speak 
to you, make obscure almost cryptic promises to you, and then 
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“Dear God who desires a relationship with me, I pray that I will 
willingly surrender my life to You, believing Your forever promises. 
You have communicated to me all you want me to know, but not all 
that I would like to know. Help me have faith, trust you more, and 
depend on myself less.”

Read Romans 12:1,2 several times. Have you presented your mind, 
your heart, and your body to God as a living sacrifice? Have you 
chosen to conform your actions or thoughts to this world? Or have 
you chosen to transform your thinking to what God declares is good 
and acceptable?

God has made forever promises to you and invites you to join Him 
in what He is doing. He requires you to have faith and lean into His 
forever promises, while patiently awaiting their future fulfillment.

command you to leave your life behind, like Abram (and my parents) 
did, to go to a place He would show you. Now If I were Abram, I 
can imagine myself arguing with God about my limited capabilities 
and the state of my worthiness. I might be insisting on the agenda for 
my own life. Abram was seventy-five years old when God appeared 
to Him the first time. He was very wealthy, well connected and 
comfortable. But He left Haran with his wife and his nephew, Lot. 
One nagging doubt might have clawed away at his seventy-five-year-
old mind. How could God bless his descendants if he didn’t have 
any children? Nevertheless, Abram confidently moved forward with 
God in faith, believing God’s promises but with limited information. 
Welcome to life with God!

From Learning to Living

Prayer Point

Point to Ponder
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My wife, Rae and I made a sacred marriage covenant to each other 
on July 30, 1983. We stood before God and an assembly of believers, 
recited our vows, and kissed to seal the promises we made. But we 
were completely clueless and thought little about what the future 
blending our lives together meant. After six kids and 11 grandkids, 
and many years of being in ministry, we are still learning the everyday 
significance of those sacred promises we made.

In a greater, more significant covenant, God made holy promises to 
Abraham (New American Standard Bible, Genesis 12), and sealed 
these promises in a sacred covenant. In Abraham’s time pacts 
and treaties were sealed with the shedding of blood. God made a 
very loud statement to the ancient world about His intentions to 
make himself known in the character of one chosen nation. God 
made Abraham’s descendants the privileged ambassadors of His 
redemptive program. Read the following verses and try to imagine 
God in a sacred ceremony, as he makes forever promises to Abraham 
and his descendants.

LESSON 17
God’s Everlasting Promises to Abraham

27

Genesis 13:14-17 14The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated 
from him, “Now raise your eyes and look from the place where you 
are, northward and southward, and eastward and westward; 15for 
all the land which you see I will give to you and to your descendants 
forever. 16I will make your descendants as plentiful as the dust of 
the earth, so that if anyone can count the dust of the earth, then your 
descendants could also be counted. 17Arise, walk about in the land 
through its length and width; for I will give it to you.”built an altar 
there to the Lord who had appeared to him.

Genesis 15:1-19 1After these things the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you;
Your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “Lord God, what 
will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Since You have given 
me no son, one who has been born in my house is my heir.” 4Then 
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behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man will not 
be your heir; but one who will come from your own body shall be 
your heir.” 5And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward 
the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And 
He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6Then he believed in 
the Lord; and He credited it to him as righteousness. 7And He said to 
him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to 
give you this land to possess it.” 8But he said, “Lord God, how may I 
know that I will possess it?” 9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-
year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a 
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10Then he brought all these to Him 
and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did 
not cut the birds. 11And birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, 
and Abram drove them away.

12Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 
and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 13Then God said 
to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers 
in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed 
for four hundred years. 14But I will also judge the nation whom they 
will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 
15As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried 
at a good old age. 16Then in the fourth generation they will return 
here, for the wrongdoing of the Amorite is not yet complete.”
17Now it came about, when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and 
behold, a smoking oven and a flaming torch appeared which passed 
between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: 19the 
land of the Kenite, the Kenizzite, the Kadmonite, 20the Hittite, the 
Perizzite, the Rephaim, 21the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Girgashite, 
and the Jebusite.”

Imagine standing on a street in town. God appears and says, “Look 
north and south and east and west. All that you see is yours!” You 
might be thinking, “Yeah, but only one small problem. People are 
already living in all of those houses and they like living there!” 
Similarly, Abraham’s promised land teemed with tens of thousands 
of Canaanites who were already settled in strong and fortified 
cities. They claimed the prime grazing spots. They constructed and 
successfully defended hotly contested watering holes. Fear must 
have gripped Abraham’s heart as he traveled into this new land, and 
looked back at his own line of cattle and goods trailing behind him. 
Consider the following:

1. God showed His genius when He chose to place His representative 



28 29

nation in Palestine. God chose the most strategic parcel of ancient land 
to show how His heart would reach the entire world. Bible scholar 
William Lasor notes that, “Palestine [which includes Canaan] is the 
land bridge that connects Europe, Asia and Africa…The overland 
routes which connected these three continents, nevertheless, made 
Palestine a hub of commerce and marching armies.”1 As Abraham 
marched into Palestine, he literally took center stage in a grand drama 
where God displayed His justice and righteousness. God’s justice later 
purged the land of the unrepentant Canaanites, and His righteousness 
installed a new, law-abiding nation to represent His plan of salvation. 
God strategically chose image bearers from among His creation to 
represent His redemptive plan, just like He does today!

2. Abraham questioned God’s promises, because he and Sarah had 
no children (Genesis 15:2). He lamented that his closest heir was one 
of his foreign servants! It seemed ludicrous to him to have numerous 
descendants when, at 75 years old, he had no children. Ancient people 
equated fertility with divine favor from the gods. God’s apparently 
callous refusal to bless Abraham with heirs probably created real-
world problems for him, such as jabs of sarcastic ridicule by others, 
and poor Sarah being the object of scorn. 

3. God chose a common cultural form to seal His covenant with 
Abraham. In ancient rituals, animals were cut in half and a path was 
created between the parts. Each oath swearer walked through the 
animals to pledge their sincerity. Whoever broke their promise would 
die like the animals. Contrary to custom, however, Abraham watched 
as God alone pledged His sincerity and passed through the animals. 
Bible scholars call this pivotal, unconditional oath God made the 
Abrahamic covenant. The echoes of this covenant reverberate in 
history, explain political tensions today, and predict earth-shaking 
conflicts to come.

God made bold promises to Abraham to give him land and descendants. 
These promises, from a human standpoint, seemed impossible. 
God also prophesied that Abraham’s descendants would go into 
Egypt and suffer 400 years, while the sins of the Canaanites filled 
up and overflowed God’s cup of wrath. Then the promised people 
would emerge stronger than ever before. God’s glorious covenant 
might have overshadowed Abraham’s harsh, present realities. But 
astounding courage and faith in God’s promises led Abraham to 
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“God, you allow difficult realities into my world that sadden 
and bewilder me. I pray for courage and the faith to rely on your 
everlasting promises, so that I can grow in my relationship with You, 
and present a clear message to those who do not know You.”

Do an internet search and type in, “215 things that are true of me 
now that I am saved.” A list of 215 eternal declarations will appear 
on Middletown Bible Church’s website.2 Read down through the list 
and ask the Spirit of God to refresh your soul. Pray that these eternal 
promises will loom larger than tough earthly circumstances.

Today you can have faith and choose to allow God’s everlasting 
promises to overshadow present realities. Or you can allow present 
realities to overshadow God’s everlasting promises.

believe he could occupy the hostile Canaanites land, make plans for 
promised children he didn’t have, and dwell peacefully in promised 
safety without protection of city walls during an ongoing turf war. 
God used these promises to mature Abraham into a notable man of 
faith. Welcome to life with God!
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As parents of a grown daughter diagnosed at birth with Downs 
Syndrome, we realize she may outlive our ability to provide for her. 
I was 35 years old when I first held her in my arms, and the harsh 
reality of her lifetime of care soon became a reality. Even now at 
times racing thoughts keep me awake at night. But I assure myself 
God has promised to care for her. Each day my wife, Rae and I face 
the choice to restfully move forward, wait, and trust God’s timing, or 
to frantically devise a game plan for her care without consulting Him.
Abraham and Sarah were also dealing with a very harsh earthly 
reality. God made very clear His promises that they would have an 
heir. However, they were both very aged now and waiting to have 
their own child seemed impossible. Consistent with the practices of 
their time, Sarah gave her slave girl, Hagar, as a surrogate mother 
to have a child with Abraham. This probably seemed completely 
rational and correct by their current standards, but was very wrong 
by God’s standards. Read the following story and pay close attention 
to the drama that describes how Abraham and Sarah substituted their 
own plan for Gods’.

LESSON 18
Abraham Fails to Trust

31

Genesis 16:1-6 1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not borne him a 
child, but she had an Egyptian slave woman whose name was Hagar. 
2So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord has prevented me 
from bearing children. Please have relations with my slave woman; 
perhaps I will obtain children through her.” And Abram listened to 
the voice of Sarai. 3And so after Abram had lived ten years in the 
land of Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her 
slave woman, and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife. 4Then 
he had relations with Hagar, and she conceived; and when Hagar 
became aware that she had conceived, her mistress was insignificant 
in her sight. 5So Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be 
upon you! I put my slave woman into your arms, but when she saw 
that she had conceived, I was insignificant in her sight. May the Lord 
judge between you and me.” 6But Abram said to Sarai, “Look, your 
slave woman is in your power; do to her what is good in your sight.” 
So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her presence.

Key Scripture
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Genesis 17:1-10 1Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
Lord appeared to Abram and said to him,“I am God Almighty; Walk 
before Me, and be blameless. 2I will make My covenant between Me 
and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.” 3Abram fell on his face, 
and God talked with him, saying, 4“As for Me, behold, My covenant 
is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No 
longer shall you be named Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; 
For I have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of 
you, and kings will come from you. 7I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout 
their generations as an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your descendants after you. 8And I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you the land where you live as a stranger, all the 
land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their 
God.”

9God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep 
My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations. 10This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between 
Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you 
shall be circumcised.

Suggested Reading: Genesis chapter 18

Throughout this text Abraham’s and Sarah’s reality is very different 
from God’s. They viewed Hagar as little more than property , and 
they callously bartered away her sexuality and dignity. They only 
referenced her as, “a slave woman,” and not by her name. God’s 
words are the only ones in the story that use Hager’s proper name. 
Only God is the ultimate determiner of value, and He loved Hagar 
unconditionally. Unlike her earthly masters, God’s reality embraced 
Hagar as a whole person. God is the one who dictates reality, and He 
leaves us with the choice to accept His version of reality or not. In the 
text, when it says that Hagar, “fled from her [Sarah’s] presence…,” 
God pursued the destitute Hagar into the wilderness and convinced 
her to return to Sarah’s care (New American Standard Bible, Genesis 
16:7). Ten years later when Abraham turned 99 years old, God 
appeared to him again and re-iterated His promises to provide an 
heir. Consider the following:

1. Many ancient cultures including the Israelites, practiced surrogate 
marriage and surrogate motherhood. According to human reasoning 
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at that time, Sarah’s opportunity to produce an heir had passed. 
Furthermore, God had promised that an heir would proceed from 
Abraham’s body (Genesis 15:4), but God did not mention Sarah or her 
role. So Sarah made the assumption that surrogacy, the conventional 
wisdom of the day, was more wise than to trust and restfully wait on 
God’s provision in His time. Bible scholar Allen Ross notes, “The 
angel of the Lord appeared to Hagar; he found her in the desert at 
a spring beside the road to Shur (cf. 25:18) on the way back to her 
homeland, Egypt. The angel asked Hagar two questions: ‘Where 
have you come from, and where are you going?’ (16:8). These, like 
the questions asked of others so far in the book, were rhetorical, for 
God knew the answers already. These questions were designed to 
get Hagar to pour out her heart to God. And when she did, God gave 
her two sure words: One was hortatory—return and submit (16:9), 
and the other was promissory—she would give birth to a boy, but 
more than that, innumerable descendants (16:10–12).”1 Hagar’s son 
Ishmael became the father of many Arab nations. 

2. By applying sound Bible Interpretation methods, we find that 
Sarah’s barrenness and her faithless solution to that problem 
represents a snapshot of God’s program at a past moment in time. 
Today, those seeking modern medical solutions to conceive a child 
does not equate to Abraham’s and Sarah’s lack of faith.

3. God ordered Abraham to circumcise all the males in his household. 
For the Jews, this became an external sign of a sacred covenant 
relationship with God, an initiation ritual into the Abrahamic 
Covenant, and a sobering reminder to each Jewish man about his 
identity. Circumcision marked Jews as belonging to God. A ritual 
used today is exchanging wedding rings to symbolize the sacred 
covenant between a husband and wife. The presence of the rings 
marks us as belonging to another person.

4. Genesis Chapter 18 opens with Abraham sitting in the doorway 
of his tent in the heat of the day. He suddenly noticed three visitors 
facing him. Consistent with the hospitality of the day, Abraham 
prepared a special meal for them and received them into his care. As 
the men celebrated the camaraderie of a meal, the Lord, one of the 
visitors, asked about Sarah. He told Abraham that by the next year, 
Sarah would have a child of her own. Scripture records that Sarah, 
“laughed to herself” (Genesis 18:12) and then lied about it when 
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“Dear God of the waiting room. Thank You for Your everlasting 
promises. Empower me to wait expectantly on You until You call me 
into Your presence where everything will make perfect sense.”

Trust the Spirit of God to help you identify an area of life where you 
are running ahead of Him, and instituting your own plan instead of 
waiting on Him and His provision.

Waiting is not just something we have to do until we get what we 
want. Waiting is part of the process of becoming what God wants us 
to be. – John Ortberg

confronted by the  Lord (Genesis 18:15). As the Heavenly visitors 
began to take leave of Abraham , the  Lord pronounced destruction 
on the Canaanite city of Sodom. Abraham pleaded with the Lord to 
spare the city if He could find ten righteous men, and the Lord agreed. 

Waiting on the Lord and His timing can sometimes be excruciating. 
God purposely placed Abraham and Sarah in faith stretching 
circumstances where they had to choose to obediently wait on His 
timing or run ahead of Him and implement their own plan. God used 
this waiting room to teach Abraham and Sarah greater dependance, 
willing obedience, and increased fellowship with Him. Welcome to 
life with God!

From Learning to Living
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When you purchase a dozen eggs at the store and keep them in your 
fridge way past the expiration date, you don’t have to sample all 12 
eggs to realize they are expired. You can pick two representative eggs 
from the carton and crack them into a bowl. Then sniff the yolk, look 
for black spots, and check the consistency and texture of the floating 
egg whites. Maybe you prefer to shake the two eggs or put them in 
cold water to see if they float. Regardless of the method you use, the 
whole batch can be tested by examining just two specimens. 

Similarly, in the Biblical story of Sodom and Gomorrah, God chose 
two representative specimens from among all the Canaanite cities 
and tested them to ascertain their quality. God passed judgment on 
the entire Canaanite civilization based on what He discovered in both 
these cities.

Unfortunately, God discovered so much moral filth and degradation 
in these two cities that for the rest of biblical, classical, medieval, and 
modern history, the stories of Sodom and Gomorrah have served as a 
vivid example of God’s righteous judgment on sin. The word Sodom 
even achieved verb status, becoming synonymous with sodomy, a 
sexual deviance. Let’s find out why.

LESSON 19
Sodom and Gomorrah

35

Genesis 19:1-17 1Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening 
as Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he stood 
up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2And 
he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s 
house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise 
early and go on your way.” They said, “No, but we shall spend the 
night in the public square.” 3Yet he strongly urged them, so they 
turned aside to him and entered his house; and he prepared a feast 
for them and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4Before they lay 
down, the men of the city—the men of Sodom—surrounded the house, 
both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5and they 
called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.” 

Key Scripture
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6But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind 
him, 7and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. 8Now 
look, I have two daughters who have not had relations with any man; 
please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you 
like; only do not do anything to these men, because they have come 
under the shelter of my roof.” 9But they said, “Get out of the way!” 
They also said, “This one came in as a foreigner, and already he is 
acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them!” So they 
pressed hard against Lot and moved forward to break the door. 10But 
the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with 
them, and shut the door. 11Then they struck the men who were at the 
doorway of the house with blindness, from the small to the great, so 
that they became weary of trying to find the doorway.

12Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else do you have here? A 
son-in-law and your sons and daughters, and whomever you have in 
the city, bring them out of the place; 13for we are about to destroy this 
place, because their outcry has become so great before the Lord that 
the Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 14So Lot went out and spoke to his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and said, “Up, get out 
of this place, for the Lord is destroying the city.” But he appeared to 
his sons-in-law to be joking.

15When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take 
your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept 
away in the punishment of the city.” 16But he hesitated. So the men 
grasped his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two 
daughters, because the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and 
they brought him out and put him outside the city. 17When they 
had brought them outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not 
look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the surrounding area; 
escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away.”

Genesis 19:1-17  24Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom 
and Gomorrah from the Lord out of heaven, 25and He overthrew 
those cities, and all the surrounding area, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26But Lot’s wife, from 
behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

Consider the following:

1. The echoes of Sodom and Gomorrah reverberate throughout 
the Biblical narrative, and they resonate with the scarlet thread of 
redemption, which is woven through the tapestry of God’s Word. The 
story of Abram’s nephew, Lot, fleeing Sodom and Gomorrah parallels 
with the biblical account of the flood. In both Noah’s and Abram’s 
time, sin reached a critical tipping point, provoking the judgment 
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of God. In both instances, God provided a way of salvation for 
righteous people living among those who had provoked his wrath. In 
Lot’s case, he did not have to build an ark to escape God’s judgment. 
Instead, God sent angels as guides to rescue Lot and his family from 
the coming destruction. The Bible also draws parallels between the 
destruction of these two cities and the coming destruction of the world 
in the last days. The New Testament refers to these cities as, “an 
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly,” (New American 
Standard Bible, 2 Peter 2:6; Jude 1:4-7). Again, God provides a way 
of salvation for the overcomers, the godly remnant (Revelation 2-3 ).  

2. Lot’s legacy contains both positive and negative aspects. He 
exemplifies people who try desperately to please both God and men 
simultaneously. He may have served as an elder and leader in Sodom, 
as evidenced by the fact that the angels find him seated at the gates 
of the city  (Gen 19:1). But his sphere of influence was not great, 
even over those close to him (Gen 19:14). He couldn’t even convince 
his own future sons-in-law to leave the city with him. Even though 
Lot chose to extend a welcoming hand of hospitality to complete 
strangers, who would otherwise have faced unspeakable horrors 
in the streets of Sodom (Gen 19:2), he still offered his daughters’ 
virginity in exchange for the ethical treatment of the men in his care 
(Gen 19:8). Finally, Lot reluctantly flees ahead of the destruction 
of Sodom (Gen 19:16). But later in the story, he gets drunk, and 
has his daughters sleep with him. The result is the Moabite nation.  

3. At first glance, the story of Lot’s wife being turned into a pillar of 
salt seems completely out of character with God’s desire to save her. 
However, when considered in the context of scripture, we understand 
that to appropriate salvation we must accept God’s gift in God’s 
way. Lot’s wife chose to disobey the angel’s direct order to not look 
back, and she suffered for that choice. Her glance back showed her 
heart lay with her possessions and her former life in Sodom, and 
not with God and His plan for her new life. Like the complaining 
Israelites longing for the relative comforts of slavery after they left 
Egypt, she pined for a past from which God intended to save her.  

Rampant sexual sin in these two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, 
exposed the truth that the Canaanite people had exchanged God’s 
holiness for their own instinctive lusts. The men and women of 
Sodom abandoned God’s original design for the use of their bodies 
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“God, you have established healthy and appropriate boundaries. Help 
me to see these as guard rails that keep my life focused on the healthy 
path that You established for my own good. These boundaries are not 
artificial limits forced on me by You. Help me to cling to and see your 
salvation as my only  hope in a dark and dying world.”

Do God’s commands to wipe out the Canaanite nations in the Old 
Testament  give you lingering doubts about His justice and mercy? 
The Canaanites were convinced of the merit of things that God saw as 
vile and destructive. Remember that God created the Canaanites, so 
He could also choose to judge them in any way He saw fit. Challenge 
yourself to fully accept God’s right to judge all mankind.

Arrogant pride often precedes our worst mistakes. How we handle our 
money, what media we choose to consume, and how we react under 
life’s stresses can serve as litmus tests showing the true condition of 
our heart.

and even prided themselves in their deviant lifestyle. The prophet 
Ezekiel remarked about this prideful attitude, “Now, this was the sin 
of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed, 
and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy,” (Ezekiel 
16:49). Despite the Canaanite’s pursuing their own gain, God 
mercifully delayed His ultimate judgment on them 500 more years, 
while He waited patiently for their repentance.

From Learning to Living
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I’ll never forget the day I met my firstborn child. In the cramped 
waiting room my pulse raced, my mind reeled, and my chest tightened 
in anticipation. My wife and I had already suffered the pain of three 
miscarriages, and the Venezuelan hospital where she would give birth 
lacked many amenities including running water! In fact, the whole 
town lacked water that day, a common occurrence in Venezuela, 
where we were serving as missionaries. After two days of hard labor, 
a nurse appeared in the doorway and announced the arrival of our 
healthy baby boy. Overcome by joy, I ran down the hospital hall like 
a madman using every Spanish word I knew to tell everyone I had a 
son, ignoring the raised eyebrows and furrowed brows of the nurses 
and doctors who observed my emotional outburst.
 
It’s hard to even imagine the anticipation and joy Abraham and 
Sarah felt after waiting decades to have their promised child. At 75 
years old, Abraham received assurance from God that a son from his 
body would inherit the promises God made to him (New American 
Standard Bible, Genesis 12:1-4). Imagine the wonder they felt, when 
twenty five years later, 100-year-old Abraham watched his 90-year-
old wife’s belly swell as she carried Isaac. Finally, they held him for 
the first time. In the years of waiting for their promised son, their 
faith in God had grown and multiplied through many trials, mistakes, 
lack of faith, and unexplained events. Now God would ask Abraham 
to do the unthinkable and offer Isaac as a blood sacrifice on an altar. 
Read the following passage and ask yourself, “What can this passage 
teach me about God and doing life with Him?”

LESSON 20
Isaac Born and Offered  Up to God

39

Genesis 21:1-3 1Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said, 
and the Lord did for Sarah as He had promised. 2So Sarah conceived 
and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of 
which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham named his son who was 
born to him, the son whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.

Genesis 22:1-14  1Now it came about after these things, that God 
tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

Key Scripture
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I am.” 2Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom 
you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” 
3So Abraham got up early in the morning and saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; and he 
split wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place 
of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham raised his 
eyes and saw the place from a distance. 5Then Abraham said to his 
young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the boy will go over 
there; and we will worship and return to you.” 6And Abraham took 
the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on 
together. 7Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Look, the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8Abraham 
said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

9Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and 
Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound 
his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10And 
Abraham reached out with his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, 
“Do not reach out your hand against the boy, and do not do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from Me.” 13Then Abraham raised his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram caught in the thicket 
by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up 
as a burnt offering in the place of his son. 14And Abraham named 
that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “On the 
mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”

In addition to testing Abraham’s faith, we learn that Isaac had no 
control over his own destiny. Only God determined Isaac’s fate. As 
the supreme and sovereign ruler of the universe, God does everything 
in His time and in His way, regardless of circumstances. Similarly, 
God’s decrees determine all sinful mankind’s fate. Fortunately, God 
provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac, just as He provided Jesus as 
a substitute for us. Abraham’s life also provides many rich lessons 
about God and how to relate properly to Him. Consider the following:

1. God didn’t ask Isaac and Abraham’s permission to test their faith. 
As their Creator, He owned them and could do what He wanted. 
God is faithful to communicate with mankind but He doesn’t owe 
mankind an explanation. God commanded Abraham to offer up Isaac 
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but withheld information about the outcome and meaning of his 
actions. By cooperating with God by faith, Abraham began to learn 
important lessons about God’s holiness. God’s holiness means that 
He is unlike and above all others. Bible teacher Paul Tripp explains 
that “God is the great Other, separated, unique and different than 
any other thing that exists…to be holy means to be completely pure, 
all the time and in every way possible.”1 Over years of waiting and 
walking with God, Abraham learned the lesson that God exists on 
another plane, far above mere mortal man. Over time God will teach 
us the same humbling truths as we walk with Him.

2. Abraham also learned important lessons about himself through a 
series of missteps and failures. At times Abraham failed to trust God. 
He not only left the land during a famine and sold his wife Sarah to 
the king of Egypt (Genesis 10:12-20), he also had a child with Hagar. 
He caved in to fear and cultural expectations and sold Sarah again to 
Abimilech, the king of Gerar (Genesis 20:1-18). Abraham learned 
firsthand that he should not trust himself, but he should trust God 
completely. As we walk with God longer, we will discover the same 
truth. How often in a typical day do you trust yourself more than 
God? 

3. Abraham’s story is similar with our own story with God in the 
following ways: 1) Like us, God chose Abraham from brokenness 
(Ephesians 2:1). 2) Despite Abraham’s sinful past God gifted 
Abraham a brand-new identity and exalted him to a high position 
in His kingdom (Galatians 2:20). 3) God drafted Abraham into His 
service before Abraham had the necessary earthly qualifications. God 
chose to see Abraham for who He declared Him to be despite obvious 
earthly limitations (2 Cor 4:7). 4) As Abraham matured, God used 
temptations, testing, failure, time, His Words, waiting, community, 
faith and God sized tasks to teach him even greater faith dependance 
(Philippians 2:13). Take some time and consider how your life with 
God contains all or some of these faith-stretching similarities.   

Abraham’s walk with God would have stunned his Canaanite 
neighbors. People in the ancient world tried obsessively to manipulate 
animistic beings to seek material blessings. God removed all doubt 
that His power superseded that of Canaanite spirit beings by waiting 
25 years until Abraham turned 100 years old to bless him with a son. 
In the wake of this miracle, Abraham’s neighbors had the choice to 
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“Provider God. Thank You for the example of Abraham, and that 
he chose to trust You and become an example of childlike faith for 
others to follow. May my life exemplify the same. Amen.”

Take a moment and consider how Abraham’s faith journey with God 
reflects your own. Look over the similarities we highlighted and 
make daily plans as you think about the following, “God is at work in 
me to mature me to bring salvation to others and glory to Himself.” 
Remembering this as you plan for the day will bring your activities 
and God’s purposes into much closer alignment. 

“His timing. His way. His story. His glory.” – Elisa Pulliam

receive God’s revelation of Himself by faith or to reject it in unbelief. 
God was up to something much bigger than what Abraham could 
conceive. He always is.
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GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

The purpose of the Small Group Ministry is to be a vessel, through 
community, for discipleship. Small Groups are meant to reinforce the 
four scriptural principles set forth as the purpose of New Hope Church: 

“The purpose of this church is to glorify God by producing maturing 
followers (disciples) of Jesus Christ through the four scriptural principles 
of Learning, Loving, Worship and Prayer.”

Small Groups will seek to accomplish this through creating a safe and 
supportive atmosphere for people to wrestle with the truths of God as they 
mature in their faith. 

As Pastor Mark says, “What you believe about GOD determines what 
you DO next.” Based on this week’s Scripture, sermon, and devotional 
reading, please consider the following questions placed within these two 
categories:

GOD
1. What do you believe about God? What do you learn about God’s character 
from this week’s Scripture passage, message, and devotional? 

2. What stirs up praise, love, or thankfulness to God? During prayer time, 
PRAISE HIM for who He is, His character, His attributes, or THANK HIM 
for what He has done/is doing.

DO
1. What do you learn about humanity or yourself specifically from this 
week’s Scripture passage, message, and devotional?

2. Is there something God is asking you to do? What do you believe you 
are to do next? How will you seek to be obedient to what you are learning?

3. What is the tension/challenge in obeying God? Can you identify what you 
are feeling or what’s causing a reaction? 

4. How can your small group support you in yielding to what God wants 
you to do?

5. How can you pray for yourself or others according to these verses? 

PRAYER TIME

43
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